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For the third straight year, it is our honor to publish a 5-day  

devotional designed to equip and inspire church members with 

a deeper understanding of the love of God from various parts of 

Scripture. Of course, the Bible calls us to more than merely  

appreciating God’s gracious gifts. In a profound way, it calls us 

from such appreciation to imitation. Our desire is to see more 

Christians walking in love as Christ loved us, giving more of their 

financial resources as He gave himself up for us in the work of 

God’s Kingdom. 

At the PCA Foundation, we have the honor of helping Christians 

give more effectively through the use of vehicles such as  

donor-advised funds and charitable trusts, as good stewards. 

We have more people giving to our Advise & Consult Fund® than 

ever before. They aren’t necessarily “rich” as the world defines 

the term. Rather, they are Christians who are trying to faithfully 

obey God’s call. 

I pray the Lord uses The God Who Gives in making “all grace 

abound to you” so that you are equipped in your heart to be 

“generous in every way” (2 Corinthians 9:8, 11). As you have need, 

we’d love to help you give to advance and show God’s Kingdom. 

May the Lord bless you and your church. All glory to Him.

Tim Townsend
President
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READ

But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if 

many died through one man’s trespass, much 

more have the grace of God and the free gift by 

the grace of that one man Jesus Christ abounded 

for many.

Romans 5:15

CONSIDER

In the most famous verse in the entire Bible, we read a sentence 

that is now so common that we can easily miss the dramatic na-

ture of what is said. In this verse we discover something radical 

about who God is and how he works. Here we face the nature 

of God’s plan to restore his fallen world, to bring it back into his 

warm embrace, and to free it from the powers of sin, death, and 

the devil. What we discover in this verse is that the way God 

brings redemption is, at its most basic level, by giving a gift, the 

Gift. Listen afresh to John 3:16: 

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, 

that whoever believes in him should not perish but have 

eternal life. 

Here at last we discover the grand paradox that God reclaims 

everything by giving everything away. Rather than tearing his 

possessions from his enemies’ hands, he bestows even more on 

THE GIFT OF
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A
Y

 1



5

us so that we might not “perish.”

Rather than becoming like the world in its opposition to God, be-

lievers are called to imitate God’s love for the rebellious world, a 

love that seeks to draw people back to a loving communion with 

the Creator. Thus, in 1 John 2:15 we are told not to love the world, 

but John goes on to explain that this “love” is characterized by 

a selfish desire for “the things in the world,” such as “pride in 

possessions” (1 John 2:15–16). And that means it is a twisted love, 

focused on self rather than the other. But this is not how God 

loves the world in John 3:16, where God gives. The kind of love 

that must be rejected is the exact opposite of God’s love for the 

world: God’s love gives; a worldly love takes.

Out of his love for a broken and defiant world, God gives. He 

gives this gift. It’s a little strange since we normally give gifts to 

celebrate an achievement or to mark a joyous occasion. Some-

times people give a gift after a misdeed, as when a man sends 

flowers to a woman as a peace offering for some failing on 

his part. 

But here, the innocent and offended party is the one who gives 

the gift: God has done nothing wrong, nor have we achieved any-

thing worth celebrating. Nevertheless, God looks at his rebellious 

creation, this “world” defined by its resistance to him, and what 

does he do? He gives.

To better appreciate the saving significance of the cross, this gift 

may be compared to a multifaceted jewel. Like a diamond col-

lector who calls attention to the many facets of his favorite gem, 

Scripture calls our attention to the many facets of Jesus’ work on 

the cross through the use of a vast array of language and 

imagery. 

• The Gift of Substitution—because Jesus gives his life 

in our place.1
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• The Gift of Redemption—because Jesus gives his life 

to purchase us for God.2

• The Gift of Reconciliation—because Jesus gives his 

life to make peace between God and humanity.3

• The Gift of Propitiation—because Jesus gives his life 

to turn away the just wrath of God.4

• The Gift of Justification—because Jesus gives his life 

so that we may be declared right before God.5

• The Gift of Sacrifice—because Jesus gives his life to 

purify us before God.6

• The Gift of Victory—because Jesus gives his life to 

defeat his and our enemies.7

To summarize, then, the gift of the Son is like a multifaceted jew-

el.8 Turn over this gift, as it is revealed in the pages of the Bible, 

and you will find that it is much like turning over a loose diamond 

in your hand: there is beauty to be seen from every angle.

The gift of Christ as our Redeemer makes sense of the apparent 

contradiction that God takes everything back by giving every-

thing away. Paradoxical as it may seem, this is what it means to 

redeem: God reclaims by giving or buying back what was already 

his in the beginning.

This is how God loves: he gives.9 And what does he give? Himself.   

APPLY

1. Think about the last time you gave a gift. What was the oc-

casion and who was the recipient? What did the gift signify 
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about the nature of the relationship? We mostly give to those 

with whom we are in a relationship. God’s gift is extraordinary 

because he gives to those who have offended him.

2. Look back at the list of the gifts Christ secured for us on the 

cross. Which one of those stands out among others for you 

today and why?

3. God gives. Christ is his greatest gift but it isn’t his only gift. 

Make a quick list of things that show God’s generosity to you 

throughout your life.

PRAY

Heavenly Father, I praise you because you are the God who 

blesses those who curse you. You are the God who abounds in 

love. On account of your Son Jesus Christ, forgive me for the 

many ways I have rebelled against you. Grant me faith today to 

believe that Christ has secured my pardon and adoption. Help 

me to see and celebrate your generosity every day. I ask this in 

the name of Christ, the only name under heaven given among 

men by which we must be saved. Amen.

“Rings and jewels are not 
gifts, but apologies for 
gifts. The only gift is a 

portion of thyself. Thou 
must bleed for me.” 

RALPH WALDO EMERSON
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READ

Now we have received not the spirit of the world, 

but the Spirit who is from God, that we might 

understand the things freely given us by God.

1 Corinthians 2:12

CONSIDER

They were spent. The disciples had followed Jesus the Messiah, 

putting their hope in him, only to see him die a bloody death. 

Then, in just a matter of days, as they faced the darkness of disil-

lusionment, they encountered the resurrected Jesus, alive! Touch, 

see, and believe. Jesus was now recognized as the crucified and 

resurrected Lord, the Son given from the Father for the sake of 

the world. But what does this mean? Surely now Jesus will stay 

with them! 

With the resurrection the disciples, though tired and confused, 

have Jesus with them again. A new age was dawning when the 

risen Messiah would, by his glorious presence, change the world. 

This must be the end. 

But before long the resurrected Jesus tells the disciples it is time 

for him to go. He will now return to his Father. Can you imagine 

the disciples looking at one another, wondering what this all 

means? Doesn’t it seem like God gives a gift, only to take it away 

the moment people begin to realize its value and significance? 

THE GIFT OF
THE SPIRIT
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How can Jesus’ ascension be good for the disciples? How can his 

“departing” be good for the world?

Jesus anticipated just how difficult his departure would be for 

the disciples and tried to prepare them for it. This is why he 

spent so much time during the Last Supper focusing on the fu-

ture. In a room full of people who had sacrificed much to follow 

him, Jesus reveals that he will be going away, but he gives them 

this encouragement: “Let not your hearts be troubled” (John 

14:1). 

During the Last Supper Jesus tells the disciples, “I will not leave 

you as orphans; I will come to you” (John 14:18). When children 

lose both parents, they lose the comfort of belonging and are 

left vulnerable and alone. Knowing that the disciples have this 

growing fear of abandonment, Jesus promises not to desert 

them. Paradoxically, he will continue to give even as he is taken 

away. Unimaginable as it may seem, Jesus tells the disciples that 

it is to their “advantage” for him to go away: “For if I do not go 

away, the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him 

to you” (John 16:7). 

Who is this Helper? How can it be to our advantage for Jesus 

to leave?

When God gives, he gives nothing short of himself. As the one 

who alone is called the “gift of God” (John 4:10; Acts 2:38; 8:20; 

10:45; 11:17; Eph. 4:7; Heb. 6:4), the Spirit is given by all three per-

sons of the Trinity, not only proceeding to us from the Father and 

the Son (John 14:26; 15:26; 16:7), but also freely giving himself 

and distributing his gifts as he wills (Heb. 2:4).10

When the Father gave the Son, this was not his final gift. In his 

triune generosity, God continues to give in ways that his disciples 

could not have asked or imagined. Encountering the resurrected 

Jesus confirmed the reality of God’s presence with the disciples 
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through the Son. Receiving the “gift of God” meant the Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit—the triune God—now abides within all who 

believe.11 By the Spirit, God gives himself in such a way that he is 

not only with us, but in us.

As Jesus ascends, the Spirit descends; the Spirit of God is the 

presence of God. Without reservation the New Testament as-

sumes that where the Spirit is, there is Christ, and encounter with 

the Spirit of God is encounter with Yahweh. There is one true 

God, who in his mysterious reality is three persons, each distinct 

from the other and yet existing in unbreakable unity and perfect 

oneness. 

Truly Christian generosity is Trinitarian: it flows from and reflects 

the triune life of God. This theme takes us to the heart of biblical 

generosity, since every act of true Christian charity is ultimately 

an overflow of God’s life and love poured into our hearts by the 

Holy Spirit. 

The disciples thought that the coming of the Messiah was the 

final act of God’s giving himself and ushering in his kingdom on 

earth. While Christ is certainly the central point and person of all 

“Father and Son are, each 
in his own way, the givers, 
and the Spirit is the Gift 

that they give. Father and 
Son are God as giver, the 
Holy Spirit is God as Gift.” 

THOMAS SMAIL
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history, the coming of the Spirit is another instance where God 

defies our expectations and overwhelms us with his generosity.

APPLY

1. What did you learn about the gift of the Holy Spirit? How is 

God helping you grow in awareness of and appreciation for 

the gift of the Holy Spirit?

2. Jesus says we are not orphans. We are not alone and aban-

doned. Rather, we are adopted and loved. What parts of your 

life do you need the Spirit to help you overcome an orphan 

mentality?

PRAY

O Holy Spirit, I bless you for being the Helper Christ promised. 

I pray you would fill me and help me to experience the same 

power that raised Christ from the dead. When I fail to see and 

acknowledge my sin, convict me of unrighteousness. When I 

think about my sin, assure me that I am God’s child on account of 

Christ. When I suffer, groan with me and give me the hope of the 

future Christ has secured for me. Amen.
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READ

Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s 

good pleasure to give you the kingdom.

Luke 12:32

CONSIDER

A rich person who has produced a bumper crop makes a plan. 

He decides it will be best to build bigger barns so he can store 

his windfall. The man says to himself, “Soul, you have ample 

goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry” (Luke 

12:19). Is anything wrong with such thinking? Doesn’t the story 

sound like a prudently planned retirement package? Invest your 

money, save up for the future, develop a nest egg, and then relax 

and enjoy the ride. I dare say that is not merely the American 

dream—that is the common Christian dream. “But God said to 

him, ‘Fool!’” (Luke 12:20).

The rich man is a “fool,” not because he is rich, but because as he 

expends his unbridled energies trying to secure his own personal 

peace and prosperity, he becomes blinded to an obvious reality—

he is not in control. “This night your soul is required of you,” the 

fool is told, “and the things you have prepared, whose will they 

be?” (Luke 12:20). Then Jesus delivers the punch line: “So is the 

one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God” 

(12:21; cf. Prov. 23:4–5; Ezek. 28:1–10). Notice the options here: 

either you are rich in this world and end up with nothing, or you 

are “rich toward God” and end up with everything. “But, Jesus,” 

THE GIFT OF
THE KINGDOMD
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we naturally respond, “if we don’t pinch pennies, if we don’t 

stock up, if we don’t look after ourselves, we won’t survive.” How 

should we then live?12

Jesus’ answer is as simple as it is scandalous: live in God’s king-

dom, not in your own. Do not live according to the prevailing 

powers and prejudices of the kingdom of this world. Let the gift 

of God’s government guide you. Let me put it differently. Jesus 

moves immediately from warning us about being possessed by 

our possessions to encouraging us to take comfort that we be-

long to God; we are his treasured possessions, and he will never 

let us go (cf. Ex. 19:5–6; Col. 1:11–14). “Do not be anxious about 

your life, what you will eat, nor about your body, what you will 

put on. For life is more than food, and the body more than cloth-

ing” (Luke 12:22–23). Jesus lifts his hand, points to the ravens in 

the sky, and then to the lilies—neither the birds nor the flowers 

spend their time twisted up with anxiety, since God provides for 

them. “Of how much more value are you than the birds!” 

(12:24–27).

There are only these two options. Either you live under the 

controlling power and fear of “the nations,” or you live under 

the Father’s generous rule and reign. The powers of this world 

encourage us to grasp and grab. But God’s kingdom looks differ-

“The kingdom of God is 
the sum of all spiritual and 

natural benefits.” 

HERMAN BAVINCK
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ent: his sovereignty is revealed in self-giving. God’s government 

is defined by gift. Those who belong to God’s kingdom are not 

to worry. And this lack of worry is established not by building up 

a large bank account but by participating in the movement of 

divine generosity.13

Here we run into the paradox of God’s kingdom. Right after 

Jesus tells us the kingdom is a freely given gift, he immediate-

ly challenges his flock: “Sell your possessions, and give to the 

needy. Provide yourselves with moneybags that do not grow old, 

with a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief 

approaches and no moth destroys. For where your treasure is, 

there will your heart be also” (Luke 12:33–34). In God’s kingdom, 

life becomes more secure as we let go, not as we grip tighter. 

We do not tend to think of the kingdom as gift. We might affirm 

that the kingdom of God is real, that it is the reign and rule of 

God, but what does it mean to think of it as something that 

is given? 

Because we are given the kingdom, we possess all things in 

Christ. Because we are given eternal life, we are not bound by 

the confines of our narrow, short-lived, self-centered lives. Be-

cause we are given salvation, we can, by the Spirit, give away the 

riches of the kingdom—our very selves—in truly just and gener-

ous ways. We have been given everything in the kingdom, includ-

ing true freedom, which is another way of saying that we have 

been restored to truly belonging to our loving Father and Maker.

APPLY

1. Identify habits, behaviors, and attitudes in your life like the 

fool in Jesus’ parable. How do you expend energy to build 

your own kingdom of peace and prosperity?
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2. Anxiety and worry often reveal areas in our lives where we 

have trouble believing God is sovereign or generous. What 

are the things or situations that tend to make you anxious or 

worried? Write down, “God, you are good and sovereign over 

(fill in the blank). I commit my concerns to you and pray that 

your peace would rule over me.”

PRAY

Your kingdom come and your will be done, Great King over all 

the earth. Help me to believe that life inside your kingdom leads 

to joy and to see the futility of trying to build my own apart from 

you. Grant me the power of your Spirit to deny myself and live a 

life characterized by loving you and my neighbor. Amen.

15
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READ

He defended the cause of the poor and needy, 

and so all went well. “Is that not what it means 

to know me?” declares the Lord. (NIV)

Jeremiah 22:16

CONSIDER

The King has come, and through the movement of his life, death, 

resurrection, and ascension, he has begun the renewal of his 

creation. Now, all who are found in Christ by his Spirit have new 

life; they are new creatures— though they still live and breathe 

as before. Serving as a kind of pivot point, Jesus’ resurrection 

makes clear that God’s kingdom has come, and the King is now 

about the business of re-creating the world through his life-giv-

ing Spirit. The new age has dawned, and the ascended King now 

rules from the heavens until his return.

What are the governing dynamics of the kingdom? How does 

God make his judgments and conduct his royal affairs? In short, 

how does God reign over the universe that belongs to him? 

The answer to these questions may be found in what the Bible 

teaches us about God’s “justice and righteousness.” These are 

the key characteristics of his kingdom or, as the Psalms describe 

them, the “foundation” of God’s throne.14 God’s rule as King rests 

on his justice and righteousness. They are like a great marble slab 

LIVING IN
THE GIFTD
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that lies beneath and supports the place where he reigns. This is 

why Jesus, after telling his disciples to seek first God’s kingdom, 

quickly added “and his righteousness”; you cannot have one 

without the other (Matt. 6:33). Elsewhere Jesus included “justice” 

among what he called the “weightier” or more important matters 

of the law (Matt. 23:23). Simply put, “justice” and “righteousness” 

are indispensable to how God rules over his kingdom.15

But what is meant by the words “justice” and “righteousness”? 

While the answer to this question is rich and complex, often 

varying in important ways depending on the specific context in 

which these words are found, for our purposes let us focus our 

attention on how Scripture consistently identifies generosity as 

the positive characteristic flowing out of both justice and righ-

teousness.16

Yes, the Lord will give what is good,

    and our land will yield its increase.

Righteousness will go before him

    and make his footsteps a way. (Psalm 85:12-13)

He has distributed freely; he has given to the poor;

    his righteousness endures forever;

    his horn is exalted in honor. (Psalm 112:9; cf. 72:6–7; 

Isa. 45:8)

The wicked borrows but does not pay back,

    but the righteous is generous and gives. (Ps. 37:21)

Verses like these consistently connect the virtues of justice and 

righteousness with the idea of generosity. But we see the con-

nection of God’s generosity with his exercise of justice and righ-

teousness well beyond places where those particular words are 

used. For example, when God gave the children of Israel his law 

for living in the promised land, their new life was supposed to be 

a picture of heaven on earth—a portrait of God’s justice and righ-
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teousness in tangible terms for the entire world to see (cf. Deut. 

26). It was not just an example; it was an invitation.

Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount paints a vivid and radical portrait of 

kingdom priorities and living, displaying this sacrificial orienta-

tion toward one’s neighbor. For example, Jesus says what we in 

ourselves simply cannot hear, believe, or do: 

You have heard that it was said, “An eye for an eye and a 

tooth for a tooth.” But I say to you, Do not resist the one who 

is evil. But if anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to him 

the other also. And if anyone would sue you and take your 

tunic, let him have your cloak as well. And if anyone forces 

you to go one mile, go with him two miles. Give to the one 

who begs from you, and do not refuse the one who would 

borrow from you. (Matt. 5:38–42)

The fundamental message of the entire New Testament is rela-

tively simple but earth shattering. It takes only three words to 

say it, but it takes eternity to experience it fully: “Jesus is Lord.” 

Recognizing all that this confession means calls us to repentance 

and faith. We need to have our views of God, ourselves, and the 

world reordered and made new. Christ alone becomes our iden-

tity, our life, our portion, and our hope. The lines have fallen in 

pleasant places when we belong to him and his kingdom (Ps. 

16:6). We no longer need to be slaves to sin, no longer need to 

be defined by our struggles, our fears, and our socioeconomic 

status. We are children of the King, free to love and serve him, 

securely belonging to him and his kingdom. 

Thus, the Christian life is a life ordered by kingdom priorities. 

Such a life is the life of righteousness, a life of self-giving that 

extends God’s grace to those in need even as it costs us our very 

selves. In losing ourselves we gain Christ (Phil. 3:8) and all things. 

Nothing could be better than that.
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APPLY

1. God calls his children to serve their neighbors. Make a list of 

three people God has put in your life and practical ways you 

can sacrificially love them.

2. What are you tempted to build your identity around and 

place your hope in: intelligence, wealth, beauty, power, con-

trol, popularity, pleasure, etc.? Jesus is Lord over all things. 

How should the lordship of Christ change the way you view 

that part of your life?

PRAY

Jesus, you are King of kings and Lord of lords. I pray you would 

reorder my life and give me the priorities of your kingdom. Help 

me to love what you love and oppose what you oppose. Give me 

a generous spirit aligned with justice and righteousness. Free me 

from selfish pursuits and enable me to seek first your kingdom. 

Amen.

 

“Justice without love  
will never do justice to 
justice, nor will “love” 
without justice ever  
do justice to love.” 

DALLAS WILLARD
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READ

“You will be enriched in every way to be 

generous in every way, which through us 

will produce thanksgiving to God.”

2 Corinthians 9:11

CONSIDER

As Yahweh’s “called-out ones,” his people become God’s gift to 

the world. We are not simply a country club, an environmental 

advocacy organization, or a place for group counseling. Having 

experienced the forgiveness of sins, the fellowship of Christ’s 

suffering, and the power of his resurrection, we now gather as 

agents of God’s work and continued concern for his world. Para-

doxically, this means that as we gather, we should look outward. 

We are called to be a community focused on “the other” rather 

than on “self.” 

This has always been the pattern of God’s redemptive work in 

history. God calls a particular people to himself and blesses them, 

with the purpose that they will then be a blessing to the nations 

(Gen. 12:2–3).17 “God chooses not only to make Abraham and his 

offspring the object of his blessing but also to make them the 

instrument of his blessing to the world. This person, family and 

nation who are to be blessed by God will be the means of others 

coming into the same blessing.”18 

GIVING LIFE
TOGETHERD
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In other words, God blesses the particular in order to be a uni-

versal blessing; he works not generically, but through real people 

gathered in real communities. From the Abrahamic covenant to 

Christ’s gathering the Twelve, and then the growing of the disci-

ples and the formation of his church, God has always gathered 

his people to serve as a light to the world, bringing the gift of 

salvation (cf. Isa. 42:6; 49:6; Luke 2:25–32; Acts 13:46–48).

The mission of Jesus—the mission of God—is a movement of in-

clusion, not exclusion; a movement of grace, mercy, and love, not 

of rejection, hatred, and fear. It is good news, after all. To be sure, 

it calls for repentance. It requires us to come before the holy God 

in an encounter that reveals our great sin and need. This is why 

the great sacrifice of Christ was offered (Heb. 9:11–28). But this is 

also why this mission centers on good news. It captures us, frees 

us, and then moves us toward God and toward each other. Thus, 

the biblical refrain repeats, “How beautiful are the feet of those 

who preach the good news!” (Rom. 10:15; cf. Isa. 52:7; Nah. 1:15; 

Eph. 6:15). 

Belonging to God does not mean we escape this world but that 

we bring God’s life, light, and hope further into it. We hear this 

movement echoed in Jesus’ prayer to his Father just before he 

was arrested: “As you sent me into the world, so I have sent them 

into the world” (John 17:18; cf. vv. 15–17; 20:21). As disciples of 

Jesus we belong to God not to justify hatred of or frustration 

with this world but so that divine love may move through us to 

others. We go out to the world not representing our strength but 

God’s power, which is perfected in our weakness. We make our 

appeal as sinners who have been reconciled to God by his amaz-

ing grace.

It’s striking that the first thing we are told that believers did after 

being called “Christians” for the first time was to take up a col-

lection for the poor (Acts 11:19–30, esp. vv. 26–29). When believ-

ers in Antioch heard of a famine that was about to hit Judea and 
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Jerusalem, they immediately decided to give. These gifts went to 

fellow believers whom they had never met because they lived far 

away. This collection and the collections that would follow also 

played a formative role in the life and mission of the apostle Paul.

God’s grace, supremely manifested in Jesus Christ, is Paul’s 

greatest theme, and he connects it to the Collection in an aston-

ishing variety of ways:19

• Grace is the inexpressible gift that made participa-

tion in the Collection possible (2 Cor. 8:1; 9:8, 14–15).

• Grace is the act of participation in the Collection 

itself (2 Cor. 8:6).

• Grace is the result of participation in the Collection  

(1 Cor. 16:3).

• The Collection is a direct expression of gracious 

Christian fellowship (2 Cor. 8:4, 7).

• The Collection is an activity stimulated by the grace 

of Christ’s example (2 Cor. 8:9).

“When Christ calls a man, 
he bids him come and die.” 

DIETRICH BONHOEFFER
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God calls his people to live out together the gospel pattern of 

gift. Even as God has given himself to us in our lowliness, caring 

for us in our great need, so now God calls the church to care for 

the poor, the oppressed, and the downtrodden. In this way God 

includes us in his ongoing movement of grace and love, promis-

ing that such giving leads to the “life that is truly life” 

(1 Tim. 6:19 NIV).

APPLY

1. The early Christians established patterns of giving in obedi-

ence to Christ. Look back on your records. What’s been your 

pattern of giving (frequency and amount)? What ways is God 

calling you to establish or improve your pattern of giving?

2. The Bible says it is more blessed to give than to receive. Can 

you recall a moment in your life when you experienced joy 

from giving something to someone you love? 

3. God gives. What do you need today or this week? It doesn’t 

have to be financial. It can be emotional, relational, physical, 

or something else. Ask God to give it to you, believing He is 

the God who gives.

PRAY

God of all grace, give me your own heart. Draw me near to you 

that I may meditate on your gracious nature. Let me see the joy 

you find in giving and convince me it is more blessed to give 

than to receive. Protect me from the vain pursuit of wealth and 

help me to imitate your generosity in my own life. Thank you for 

being the God who graciously gives us all things. Amen. 
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ENDNOTES

1. Isa. 53:5; Rom. 4:25; 5:8; 1 Cor. 15:3; Gal. 3:13.
2. Matt. 20:28; Acts 20:28; Rom. 3:24; 1 Cor. 7:19–20; Gal. 3:13; 1 Tim. 2:6; Titus 2:14; 

Heb. 9:12, 15; 1 Peter 1:18–19; Rev. 5:9.
3. Rom. 5:10–11; 11:15; 2 Cor. 5:18–21; Eph. 2:13; Col. 1:19–20.
4. Rom. 3:25; Heb. 2:17; 1 John 2:2; 4:10.
5. Isa. 53:11–12; Rom. 3:24; 8:1; 2 Cor. 5:21; Heb. 9:28; 1 Peter 2:24.
6. Matt. 26:26–28; 1 Cor. 5:7–8; Eph. 5:1–2; Heb. 7:27; 9:14, 26; 10:10, 12–14;  

1 John 1:7.
7. 1 Cor. 1:18; Gal. 1:4; Col. 2:13–15.
8. This discussion of the multifaceted nature of the gift of the Son above is deeply influ-

enced by Roger Nicole among others listed below, and the above image is adapted 
from Nicole’s “The Nature of Atonement,” in Standing Forth: Collected Writings of 
Roger Nicole (Fearn, Ross-shire, UK: Mentor, 2002), 263, 245–82. When one’s total 
view of Jesus’ atoning work is limited to just one image, then other important New Tes-
tament images can end up neglected. Nevertheless, the theme of redemption is cer-
tainly a prominent biblical way to speak of the work of Christ. If this were a full study of 
Christ’s atoning work, we would need to incorporate the full range of biblical meta-
phors mentioned above, including battlefield, sacrifice, law court, marketplace, recon-
ciliation, etc. Obviously there is often overlap between these different ideas, since they 
all ultimately point to the same truth. For some studies exploring this dynamic, see 
Colin E. Gunton, The Actuality of Atonement: A Study of Metaphor, Rationality and the 
Christian Tradition (Edinburgh: T&T Clark, 1988); Charles E. Hill and Frank A. James, 
The Glory of the Atonement: Biblical, Historical and Practical Perspectives: Essays in 
Honor of Roger Nicole (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 2004)

9. Cf. other texts linking love and gift: Gen. 39:21; Deut. 7:13; 10:18; Pss. 119:88, 159; 
136:21, 25; Song 7:12; Isa. 43:4; Gal. 2:20; Eph. 5:2, 25; 2 Thess. 2:16; 1 John 
3:16–17; 4:9–10.

10. Throughout the history of the church there is a long debate about what is called the 
filioque clause (“and the Son”) that was added to the early creed. This debate was 
whether the Spirit came from the Father, or from the Father and the Son. We cannot 
get into this debate here, but for those interested, see the relevant sections in Gary D. 
Badcock, Light of Truth and Fire of Love: A Theology of the Holy Spirit (Grand Rapids: 
Eerdmans, 1997); Donald G. Bloesch, The Holy Spirit: Works and Catholic Theology 
(New York: Crossroad, 1997); Thomas C. Oden, Systematic Theology, vol. 3, Life in 
the Spirit (San Francisco: HarperSanFrancisco, 1992); T. F. Torrance, The Trinitarian 
Faith: The Evangelical Theology of the Ancient Catholic Church (Edinburgh: T&T 
Clark, 1988); Robert Letham, The Holy Trinity: In Scripture, History, Theology, and 
Worship (Phillipsburg, NJ: P&R, 2004).

11. Raymond Brown similarly notes the potential triadic pattern in the Last Supper, or 
certainly the “three types of divine indwelling” that are promised in John 14:15–24: the 
Spirit will dwell in the disciples (vv. 15–17), Jesus will dwell in them (vv. 18–21), and 
the Father with Jesus makes his abode in the disciples (vv. 23–24). Brown concludes, 
“All these indwellings were thought to be accomplished through and in the Paraclete. 
The Paraclete is the presence of Jesus while Jesus is absent. . . . And since the 
Father and Jesus are one, the presence of the Father and Jesus (23) is not really 
different from the presence of Jesus in the Paraclete.” See Raymond E. Brown, The 
Gospel according to John, Anchor Bible (Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1966), 642–43.

12. In his modern-day classic, Francis Schaeffer famously lampooned the West’s worship 
of these two impoverished values of “personal peace and affluence.” “Personal peace” 
Schaeffer said, “means just to be left alone, not to be troubled by the troubles of other 
people, whether across the world or across the city—to live one’s life with minimal 
possibilities of being personally disturbed. . . . Affluence means an overwhelming 
and ever-increasing prosperity—a life made up of things, things, and more things—a 
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success judged by an ever-higher level of material abundance.” Francis Schaeffer, 
How Should We Then Live? The Rise and Decline of Western Thought and Culture 
(Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2005), 205.

13. “The kingdom is established by God’s sovereign grace, and its blessings are to be re-
ceived as gifts of that grace. Man’s duty is not to bring the kingdom into existence, but 
to enter into it by faith, and to pray that he may be enabled more and more to submit 
himself to the beneficent rule of God in every area of his life.” Anthony A. Hoekema, 
The Bible and the Future (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1979), 44.

14. Pss. 89:14; 97:1–2; cf. 1 Kings 10:9; 2 Chron. 9:8; Heb. 1:8–9.
15. See also Pss. 9:4, 7–9; 45:6–7; 72; 89:14; 97:2; Prov. 16:12; 29:14.
16. “In the LXX the use of צ ְד ָק ָה] Heb. righteousness] for God’s dispensing of salvation 

is carried to such a point that δικαιοσύνη [Gk. righteousness] can even be used for ֶס ֶד 
 .Heb. loving-kindness] (Gn. 19:19; 20:13; 21:23; 24:27; 32:10; Ex. 15:13; 34:7; Prv [ח
20:22; Mas. 20:28) when ἔλεος [Gk. mercy] is the more usual rendering.” G. Schrenk, 
“Δικαιοσύνη,” TDNT, 2:195.

17. This crucial theme is masterfully handled throughout the magisterial work of Chris-
topher J. H. Wright, The Mission of God: Unlocking the Bible’s Grand Narrative (Down-
ers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 2006), esp. 191–221. Some have recently raised questions 
about the translation and significance for understanding of this text, notably R. W. L. 
Moberly, The Theology of the Book of Genesis (Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press, 2009), 141–61; Moberly, The Bible, Theology, and Faith: A Study of Abraham 
and Jesus (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2000), 123–24. But here I am 
sym- pathetic with those who see this passage as significant for understanding not 
simply Genesis but the rest of Scripture, e.g., Gerhard von Rad, Genesis: A Com-
mentary, trans. John H. Marks, rev. ed.; Old Testament Library (London: SCM, 1972), 
152–54; Richard Bauckham, Bible and Mission: Christian Witness in a Postmodern 
World (Grand Rapids: Baker, 2003), 28. Additionally, Patrick Miller helpfully argues 
that one should not simply choose between “intrinsic” and “instrumental” views of 
“election” in the Old Testament, because there are plenty of texts that treat election in 
each of these different ways. See Miller’s extended response to Joel S. Kaminsky’s 
Yet I Loved Jacob: Reclaiming the Biblical Concept of Election (Nashville: Abingdon, 
2007). Miller is largely in line with the classic critical essay on this passage by Hans 
Walter Wolff, “The Kerygma of the Yahwist,” Interpretation 20, no. 2 (1966): 131–58, 
esp. 137ff. 

18. Wright, The Mission of God, 253. 
19. The following list is adapted from ibid., 109–10. See also Dunn, The Theology of Paul 

the Apostle, 707–8; Gorman, Apostle of the Crucified Lord, 313–14. 
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