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Since General Assembly last year, approximately 300 

churches ordered 25,000 copies of Be Refreshed, our 

first-ever generosity devotional. This year, we are excited 

to publish All Things, our new 5-day generosity devo-

tional, as another tool to equip Christians with a bibli-

cal perspective on generosity. Our desire is to see more 

Christians investing more of their financial resources in 

the work of God’s Kingdom. 

At the PCA Foundation, we have the honor of help-

ing Christians use financial services like donor-advised 

funds and charitable trusts as part of their stewardship. 

We have more people using our Advise & Consult Fund® 

than ever before. They aren’t necessarily “rich” as the 

world defines the term. Rather, they are simply gener-

ous. 

I pray the Lord uses All Things to equip you to be “gen-

erous in every way” (2 Cor. 9:11). As you have need, we’d 

love to help you facilitate generosity to advance God’s 

Kingdom. May the Lord bless you and your church.

Randel N. Stair
President
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The content of this devotional was creat-
ed by Dr. Scott Jones, Professor of Biblical 
Studies at Covenant College and Ruling 
Elder at Rock Creek Fellowship (PCA) on 
Lookout Mountain, Georgia.

AUTHOR

Dr. Scott Jones
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READ

Psalm 89:11

“The heavens are yours; the earth is also 
yours; the world and all that is in it, you 

have founded them.”

CONSIDER

All things. Not some things or many things. Rather, all things. 

When the Bible speaks of “heaven and earth” in the context of 

creation, it is not simply drawing attention to God’s ability to make 

material things. The word-pair “heaven and earth” is a short way 

of saying “everything” in the same way our friends who claim to 

work “day and night” are claiming to work “all the time.”

It is a life-altering claim. When we think of God as Creator, we of-

ten focus on His ability to form animals, plants, planets, etc. But 

the Bible says something more astounding. God is not just the 

divine Creator. He is the great Sovereign, or Lord, over heaven, 

earth, and everything between them. To put it simply, God is Lord 

of all things. He doesn’t just make things. He has full power over 

them as well.

Some of us may be familiar with Psalm 24:1: “The earth is the 

Lord’s, and the fullness thereof; the world, and they that dwell 

therein” (KJV). That word “fullness” is the same one used in Psalm 

89:11. Fullness: in one respect, it means everything that fills up the 

GENEROSITY
& CREATIOND

A
Y

 1

(emphasis added)



5

space between the outer boundaries of “heaven and earth.” It fills 

out. It fills up. It is full to the brim. Even more, God has created 

heaven and earth filling it with things He repeatedly called “good” 

(Gen. 1).

God makes things. The things He makes are good. Even better, 

God’s creation overflows with these good things. God’s creation 

represents not simply the materials needed to function, but a full-

ness characterized by beauty and goodness. Think about the way 

God must view the world.

• When I hear beautiful bird calls outside my window, 

God hears a chorus not of birds in general, but of ev-

ery single type of bird and their specific contribution 

to that chorus. Wood thrush, house wren, brown-

streaked song sparrow, robin, and finch.

• When I look at trees, I might say, “Those are beauti-

ful trees.” What God sees is every single species of 

beautiful tree, from their roots to their blooms, and 

the colors they contribute to the hue of the forest. 

Dogwood, Southern Magnolia, hibiscus, bald cypress, 

Eastern Redbud, fir, white oak, pine.

God owns all these things. God is sovereign over all these things. 

And yet God has given them to us as gifts to revel in, so we may 

join their chorus of praise. God’s mastery over “all things” in cre-

ation is not some sort of power play by which He seeks to make 

His creation cower into serving Him. God’s creation is an expres-

sion of His divine generosity and a witness to His desire that we 

likewise act generously (Ps. 19:1-6).

 

The perfect image of God’s purpose in creation is illustrated in Col. 

1:15-20, which speaks of Jesus having created “all things” (v. 16), 

holding together “all things” (v. 17), and coming to reconcile “all 

things” in heaven and earth to Himself (v. 20) through His blood. 
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This act of self-giving is the ultimate act of generosity. Yes, cre-

ation is a gift from God. Even more, Jesus Christ is the Father’s gift 

to the world.

All things.

• It is a reference to what God has made.

• It is a reminder about the parts of our life over which 

He is sovereign.

• It is a testimony to His beauty and goodness.

• It is an invitation to generosity.

God has made us caretakers of “all things.” He invites us to enjoy 

and imitate His generosity. We reflect His glory when we give. We 

need not worry about anything, because our God is Lord of all 

things.   

APPLY

1. Think for a moment about the connection between creation 

and generosity. Look out the window or envision something 

you find especially beautiful. What beauty of creation can you 

identify at this very moment that serves as a witness to God’s 

generosity toward us?

2. We often live as though we are sovereign. Sometimes, we in-

tentionally and unintentionally try to usurp God’s role as sov-

ereign Lord in certain aspects of our lives (speech, work, sex-

uality, finances, diet, exercise, etc.). In these areas, we fail to 

walk in the truth that God is Lord of all things. What parts of 

your life are you tempted to try and become your own lord?
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PRAY

Maker of Heaven and Earth, give us eyes to see the bounty of gifts 

in what You have given. You have moved toward us in grace and 

truth and have offered us fullness of life. You have given us Your 

Son as the ultimate embodiment of generosity, and He holds all 

things together. Through Your Holy Spirit, grant us the power to 

become living gifts to this world by offering ourselves to You and 

to others. Open our mouths so that they may join creation’s cho-

rus of praise. Amen. 

WATCH TODAY’S VIDEO

pcafoundation.com/allthings1



8

READ

1 Chronicles 29:14

“But who am I, and what is my people, that 
we should be able thus to offer willingly? 
For all things come from you, and of your 

own have we given you.”

CONSIDER

It is easy to forget who really owns things.

 

• Children lose sight of the fact that their toys are gifts 

and instead treat them as inherent rights.

• Teenagers are prone to forget their room, car, and 

meals are provided to them through the generosity 

of their parents.

• Newlyweds have a difficult time adjusting to the idea 

of shared property, still treating their time and re-

sources as though they belonged to them individually.

 

God owns all things. Everything we have is a gift from Him. When 

we lose sight of this fact, we behave as spoiled children. When we 

see all things as gifts from God, we praise Him and make offerings 

to Him. Unfortunately, it is easy to forget who owns all things.

 

In his prayer, David reminds himself and God’s people that every-
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thing they have is on loan from God. David considers it a privi-

lege to give some of the LORD’s own wealth back to Him: “For all 

things come from you, and of your own have we given you.” He 

only gives to God what belongs to God in the first place.  Even 

more, David recognized how privileged Israel was to have been 

chosen as the people to whom the LORD revealed Himself. Da-

vid’s words were spoken as Israel made preparations to build the 

temple, the place where God instituted rituals to be repeated in 

order to teach His children important truths about Himself and 

their relationship to Him.

 

Repetition is an important part of learning. Children learn the al-

phabet and the Bible by memorizing and repeating it. It is why 

coaches put their athletes through the same drills day after day. 

Repetition makes something more natural and less forgettable.

 

God taught Israel through repetition. They built a temple accord-

ing to His instructions. It was a sanctuary, a place of worship. Yet, 

it was also a schoolhouse, where God taught His people through 

the ceremonies He instituted. God gave Israel daily, weekly, and 

annual rituals to remind them that He is Lord of all things. More 

importantly, they made offerings to God as part of their temple 

rituals. As David said, “of your own have we given you.”

 

What was God trying to teach His people through the rituals of 

the temple? Everything belongs to Him, and giving is an essential 

part of worship.

 

Repetition was important for God’s people in the Old Testament 

and it remains important today. We are encouraged to gather our-

selves weekly because we need to be reminded that God is Lord 

over all things. We also need to be reminded of the gift of His Son 

to us. In the New Testament, God provides the sacrifice in the form 

of His Son. The gift of His Son compels gifts of our own. The New 

Testament reinforces the importance of “not neglecting to meet 

together” (Heb. 10:24) and to “present your bodies as a living sac-
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rifice” (Rom. 12:1). We come together and we offer our whole lives 

to God because He has already offered Himself to us. 

 

Worship and offerings were at the core of Israel’s life. As the Is-

raelites entered the temple their senses were overwhelmed with 

evidences of God’s generosity: the smell of the incense, the glit-

tering of the gold, the light from the candles, and more. They saw 

an angelic host surrounding them with images of the cherubim 

woven into the curtains. Even the bread of presence would have 

likely reminded the Israelites of God’s provision of manna in the 

wilderness.

 

Wherever Israel turned, the temple reminded them God is Lord 

and God is good. This remains true for Christians today. Every-

where we look, we see evidences of God’s generosity. From the 

basic aspects of life (food, shelter, work, etc.) to the proclamation 

of the gospel, we experience God’s hand of provision. Like the 

Israelites, it should lead us to worship and make offerings to God. 

 

All that we are and all that we have comes 
from God. He is Lord of all things.

APPLY

1. The New Testament writers commonly name the body of be-

lievers as the fulfillment of the image of the temple in the Old 

Testament. So Paul says in 1 Cor. 6:19-20: “Do you not know 

that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit within you, 

whom you have from God? You are not your own, for you were 

bought with a price. So glorify God in your body.” How can 

you “give back” your body to God and “glorify God with your 

body” (see also 2 Cor. 6:16)?

 

2. In the letter to the Ephesians, Paul says that those who are in 

Christ are members of God’s household, and that He is build-

ing His people up together into a temple, with Christ as its 



11

cornerstone. “In [him] the whole structure, being joined to-

gether, grows into a holy temple in the Lord” (Eph. 2:21). How 

are you growing together with others in Christian community 

that makes its foundation on Jesus Christ? How can you en-

courage one another to give back “all things” to God that He 

has so generously given to you?

PRAY

All things come from You, O God, and we give back to You only 

what is already Yours. As a gracious gift, You have dwelt among 

us in the person of Jesus Christ. You have poured out Your Spirit 

that unifies us into one body and that comforts us until You dwell 

among us once again. Through Your Spirit, O Lord Jesus Christ, 

give us the power to offer our bodies back to You, even if it means 

giving up our lives for the sake of Your Kingdom. While in this 

body which You call Your temple, give us the same generous spir-

its that moved You to move toward us, even when it meant Your 

death. Amen.

WATCH TODAY’S VIDEO

pcafoundation.com/allthings2
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READ

Luke 21:1-4

“Jesus looked up and saw the rich putting 
their gifts into the offering box, and he 

saw a poor widow put in two small copper 
coins. And he said, ‘Truly I tell you, this 
poor widow has put in more than all of 

them. For they all contributed out of their 
abundance, but she out of her poverty put 

in all she had to live on.’”

CONSIDER

In the 19th century, there was an English thinker named Thomas 

Malthus who in the course of his career published a book that 

made a big shock when it was released.  What Malthus asserted in 

his book was that the world’s population was increasing at such a 

fast rate that a day was coming when there would be more people 

than there was food, more demand for food than there was food 

supply.  Ever since then, this doomsday scenario has been referred 

to as the Malthusian catastrophe, the fear that demand will out-

grow the supply.

 

We all live in constant fear of Malthusian catastrophes on a per-

sonal level.  We worry that our own financial demands will soon 

outgrow our financial supply.  Living in such fear, our grip on our 
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money grows tighter.  Fear keeps us from faithful generosity.

 

If anyone had reason to live in fear, it was the widow featured in 

Luke 21. In this passage, Jesus holds up a poor widow as an exam-

ple of virtue all should follow. In the world of the Bible, as today, 

widows and orphans were especially vulnerable. She was mone-

tarily poor and she was socially poor. Yet, she still contributed “all 

she had to live on” to the temple treasury. She had nothing, but 

she gave everything. Her human instincts would have been to hold 

onto her money, but she exercises generosity instead.

We are often impressed by the gifts of the rich and famous, many 

of who seem to go out of the way to make their charitable dona-

tions public knowledge, despite the fact that their gifts are some-

times only small fractions of their wealth. This can also be true of 

affluent Christians. The wording in Mark’s version of the widow’s 

offering seems pertinent in this connection: “Many rich people put 

in large sums” (Mark 12:41). As these passages remind us at the 

end, “they all contributed out of their abundance” (Luke 21:4 and 

Mark 12:44).

Exercising Biblical generosity can make us feel vulnerable and ex-

posed. It trains us to give, not out of our abundance, but out of 

our lack. It is tempting for us to tighten the grip on our money, 

especially when we feel as though it is already in short supply. 

When the offering plate passes by, we have visions of a Malthusian 

catastrophe. When we give, we intentionally diminish our financial 

supply! It seems counter-intuitive and appears foolish to unbeliev-

ing friends and neighbors.

Generosity is an exercise of faith and an act of worship. It forces us 

not to merely trust in what we see and touch. Rather, it forces us 

to believe God is the provider of all we see and touch. He is able 

to supply us all we need. Such was the faith of the widow Jesus 

encountered.
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Jesus always follows His teaching about the dangers of trusting in 

money with a long section about not worrying for basic needs like 

food, drink, and clothing (Matt. 6:25-34). These are necessary for 

survival, and yet Jesus wants us to focus instead on God’s king-

dom and His righteousness. When we fear a Malthusian catastro-

phe, God promises He will provide for our basic needs just like He 

does for the birds and the flowers.

The widow had every reason to worry. She had nothing but the 

two mites. Instead of living in fear, she chose faith. In focusing on 

something altogether different, she became free.

For Christians, there is no Malthusian catastrophe. We know that 

God “is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or 

think” (Eph. 3:20). As we look to God, faith triumphs over fear.

APPLY

1. Where have you allowed money to have power over you by 

dictating your life’s purpose or pace?

2. In what ways can you devalue money so as to keep it from 

having an unhealthy influence in your life? Name two con-

crete practices that can help you begin to treat money as 

something that is not supreme.

3. What are two things that worry you that more money could 

“solve”? Name these two things and give them over to the 

same God that Genesis refers to as “The LORD will see to it” 

(Gen. 22:14).

PRAY

We confess, O Lord, that we have relied on the power of mon-

ey to make us secure. We have believed that more money would 

solve our problems. We have looked to money to tell us who and 
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what is important in society. Forgive us for empowering money in 

this way and thereby serving an idol. You alone, O Lord, deserve 

our allegiance. Give us the strength to treat as worthless all those 

things that draw our loyalty away from You—especially our money. 

Through the power of Your Holy Spirit, enable us to give it away 

willingly and abundantly to make ourselves vulnerable. Then we 

will see that You are the one who cares for us and gives us life. 

Amen.

WATCH TODAY’S VIDEO

pcafoundation.com/allthings3
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READ

Acts 2:44

“And all who believed were together and 
had all things in common.”

CONSIDER

This verse is more than a little intimidating. All who believed had 

all things in common. On one reading, it might seem like all the 

believers got along perfectly all the time, shared every point of 

view and opinion, and lived an idyllic life. But that’s not exactly the 

point of this passage.

One of Luke’s aims here is to highlight the Spirit’s movement 

among those who had come to Pentecost “from every nation un-

der heaven” (Acts 2:5) and how that movement manifested itself 

in Christian community. This was a diverse group from Persia, Ara-

bia, Mesopotamia, Egypt, Asia Minor, and even Rome (Acts 2:9-

11). Each of these believers brought unique customs and cultur-

al backgrounds to the early group of Christ-followers that would 

eventually call themselves “Christians.” Every one of these differ-

ent groups was together in one place, and they devoted them-

selves to the apostles’ teaching, to fellowship, to eating meals 

together, and to praying together (Acts 2:42). This is what Luke 

means when he says they had “all things in common.” Every facet 

of their lives was shared together in some way.

When we talk about generosity and the church, modern Christians 
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often envision giving to a well-established organization or pro-

gram, like a building project or operating budget. Those things are 

absolutely a part of what it means to be generous to the church. 

But in the days of the early followers of Christ, there were no such 

organizations or programs in place. Most of these believers met 

either in the Jewish synagogues or in each other’s houses.

When we speak of the “early church” and its generosity in the 

book of Acts, we are talking about a group of people who are 

showing kindness to one another as they lived life with a common 

purpose as a persecuted minority. This is what Dietrich Bonhoef-

fer calls “life together” or “life in community.” The Christians of the 

early church were interdependent as evidenced by their generos-

ity to one another.

We sometimes imagine the early Christians as peasants, but this 

is not the case. The community also included the wealthy and the 

educated. Within the church, there were certainly people who had 

a lot to lose by being generous. By giving up their wealth, they 

not only provided for others but also refused to let their economic 

class define their lives together as Christians.

We are accustomed to living with the American dream in mind. 

Our culture encourages us to live with the goal of maximizing indi-

vidual earning potential and buying power. With that mindset, we 

cling to our resources instead of sharing them with others in need. 

It is tempting to view our lives as cycles of working, earning, and 

spending on ourselves and our families.

The early church reminds us that as Christians, we are not only 

dependent on God but also interdependent on one another. Our 

lives are defined by more than working, earning, and spending. 

Our lives are defined by worshipping, giving, and sharing.

If wealthy people in the church give to needy people in the church, 

couldn’t the poor among them take advantage of the wealthy? 
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Isn’t it possible people received resources they didn’t earn or de-

serve? Yes. But, of course, the same is true for all of us. God gives 

us gifts we don’t deserve. We often take advantage of His gener-

osity without properly acknowledging Him.

The church is a community of people committed to Christ and to 

one another. We share in God’s grace collectively and individually. 

We show grace to one another as we share with those in need. We 

can relinquish our resources for the sake of others because Christ 

has relinquished Himself for us. The gospel changes the way we 

view our personal possessions because it changes the way we 

view all things.

APPLY

1. Name one material good or possession that you can learn to 

share with your brothers and sisters in Christ without consid-

ering whether he or she is somehow “worthy” of it.

2. Following Paul’s lead in 1 Corinthians 9-10, name one right or 

freedom that you can give up for the sake of others rather 

than insisting on exercising that right or freedom for your own 

sake.

PRAY

Forgive us, Lord Jesus Christ, for focusing too much on ourselves 

and on our personal rights. Renew our minds so that we may be-

have in such a way that would be foolish to most of our society. 

Teach us to give up things that we could rightfully claim for the 

sake of others who would be disadvantaged if we were to exer-

cise those rights. Empower us so that we may treat those things 

You have given us not as our own but as the possessions of all 

who believe. Forgive us for when we have unnecessarily withheld 

resources from our brothers and sisters in need. Through the pow-
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WATCH TODAY’S VIDEO

pcafoundation.com/allthings4

er of Your Holy Spirit, make our first impulse generosity and not 

judgment. Amen.
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READ

Revelation 21:5

“And he who was seated on the throne 
said, ‘Behold, I am making all things new.’”

CONSIDER

In 1825, Robert Owen bought a large parcel of land, an entire city 

called Harmony, in the southwest corner of Indiana. He renamed 

it New Harmony. Owen’s goal was to build a perfect utopia where 

justice and peace would reign, there would be no poor nor would 

anyone be oppressed. He was a Scotsman who while working in 

mills experienced mistreatment firsthand. He concluded that the 

only way to bring about the drastic reformation society needed 

was by building a city from scratch. He sketched an elaborate de-

sign of what his utopian city would look like, walled with multiple 

gates. He laid out the laws of the city that he believed would en-

sure a peaceful and well-ordered society. In the spring of 1825, 

people began moving to the city, close to 1,000 people moved 

there in the span of a few months. However, by 1827, only two 

years later, Owen was forced to admit that his city was a failure, 

and he returned to Europe.

 

New Harmony was not the first or last attempt in American histo-

ry to establish a utopian city. It is quite understandable as to why 

people dream of such a society: things are not what they should 

be. Yet, all of our attempts to usher in the perfect society ultimate-

ly fail.
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Jesus promises a utopia. It isn’t because the lawns are landscaped 

or the children are well dressed. Rather, as John the apostle notes 

in the immediately preceding verses, “…God himself will be with 

them as their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, 

and death shall be no more…” The New Jerusalem will be utopia 

because Jesus will rule over it Himself. Because Jesus will reign 

supreme, all things will be made new.

The parables of Jesus describe how life is radically different when 

Jesus is King. Jesus talks about storing up treasure in heaven 

(Matt. 6:19) and leading a life now that looks upside-down to the 

rest of the world (Matt. 5:3-12). But what Jesus calls us to do is to 

live according to the future promised in Scripture and manage our 

money in such a way that distinguishes us as followers of Christ.

As Americans who are deeply invested in a consumer culture, we 

find it hard to cope with the fact that Jesus makes demands on 

every aspect of our lives, especially our money. According to Je-

sus, our money is not a private matter. Our money is a kingdom 

matter. All things are a kingdom matter, and the King will make all 

things new.

Jesus has started making all things new. He is currently changing 

the way we look at our time, talent, and treasure. They are gifts 

we steward and share. When we are joined with Jesus in the New 

Jerusalem, we will not think of our time, talent, or treasure. Rather, 

we will think of one thing only: the greatness of our King.

We need a vision of the true utopia. It isn’t a gated subdivision. 

Instead, it’s the new heavens and new earth with Jesus enthroned 

over it. In Matthew 13, Jesus says that it’s like a hidden treasure 

and that when one finds it, one goes and sells everything in order 

to get it (Matt. 13:44). Some of us know that feeling of wanting 

something so badly that it’s the only thing we can think about.

As Christians, our vision of the future compels some healthy 



22

self-reflection:

• What is our vision of utopia?

• How does the use of our money reveal the sort of life 

and future we are pursuing?

• Does our charitable giving reflect the priorities of 

God’s Kingdom?

God is Lord of all things. At the moment, it may not always look 

like it or feel like it. We are called to live by faith in the vision given 

here in Revelation. We need to repent of trying to build our own 

New Harmony. We need the faith to believe that to live is Christ 

and to die is gain (Phil. 1:21).

Whether we are like the widow who may feel as though she has 

nothing or the rich man who feels as though he has everything, we 

look with faith to the future when Jesus will make all things new!

APPLY

1. What are some of the aches you have that will be healed 

when God makes all things new?

2. What is something that would make you “go away sorrowful” 

if Jesus asked you to give it up for Him?

3. Out of “all things” God has given you, what practical chang-

es should you consider in how you use your time, talent, and 

treasure?

PRAY

Our Lord God, the One who gave all so that we might share in 

Your riches, forgive us for keeping our eyes fixed on the things of 

this world. Enable us to see reality as it truly is, and give us the 
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power to live by the ethics of the world-to-come. We’re sorry for 

treating our money as if it were a private matter, and we ask that 

You would give us ears to hear the demands You make on our 

money. It is not our hidden treasure. Teach us to give it up. Your 

Kingdom is our treasure, and we will do whatever it takes to gain 

our share in it. Make us faithful servants who plant so that You may 

harvest abundantly when You make all things new. Amen.

 
 

WATCH TODAY’S VIDEO

pcafoundation.com/allthings5
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Facilitating Generosity to Advance God’s Kingdom

We facilitate gifts and help 
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