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A generous person will prosper;
whoever refreshes others will be refreshed.

PROVERBS 11:25

A 5-Day Generosity Devotional
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I have the immense privilege of spending time with fellow 

Christians who believe God calls them to be generous 

with the resources He has entrusted to them. They are 

not always wealthy. They are engineers, homemakers, 

and school teachers who want to invest their resources 

in God’s Kingdom. At the PCA Foundation, we facilitate 

generosity to advance God’s Kingdom. Be Refreshed is 

a 5-day devotional designed for churches, small groups, 

and individuals who want to think about generosity 

through the lens of God’s Word. Our desire is for more 

Christians to give more money to see more of God’s 

Kingdom transform more parts of God’s world. May the 

Lord bless you and your church.

Randel N. Stair
President
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READ

Proverbs 11:25
“A generous person will prosper; whoever refreshes others 
will be refreshed.”

CONSIDER

Refreshed. Modern dictionaries define it as being restored 
to strength or having a renewed supply. What comes to 
your mind when you think of being refreshed? 

• A drink of cold water in the middle of a long hike.

• A relaxing vacation after a stressful period of work.

• An unexpected check in the mail when money is tight.  

Refreshed. It’s when you finally have something you’ve 
really needed. When you are refreshed, the world looks 
better and you feel better about your place in it. 

God wants us to be refreshed. The Bible also refers to it as 
shalom, the state of wholeness and joy God designed for 
us to experience. The Hebrew word “refreshed” in Proverbs 
11:25 is used in other parts of the Old Testament. Men are 
instructed to be refreshed by the love of their wives (Prov. 
5:19). Wholeness and delight can’t be found in the modern 
hookup culture. Rather, shalom is found in enjoying your 
spouse and giving yourself to them.

God makes it clear where we can find refreshment in 
Proverbs 11:25. It isn’t always where we might instinctively 
look. God says refreshment is found in refreshing others. 
Refreshing others is part of God’s pathway to shalom, 

DAY 1 wholeness according to His design.

Think of it another way: God’s design is for us to grow 
through the giving of resources (skills, gifts, time, 
possessions, etc.) He’s entrusted to us. We tend to think we 
diminish our resources when we give them away. The Bible 
says faithful giving does not result in us being diminished. 
Rather, we will be refreshed.

If we hand our cup of water to the thirsty, God promises 
we will not go waterless (Matt. 6:31-33). He will satisfy 
our thirst. As we refresh others, we will be refreshed. 
Generosity runs counter to our instincts. We want to hold 
on to our cup of water, fearful it is the only way we can be 
refreshed. 

Generosity is also in our own best interest. The pathway 
to being refreshed is to refresh others. Other parts of the 
Bible reinforce this:

• Ecclesiastes 11:1
Cast your bread upon the waters for you will find it after 

many days.

• Luke 6:38
Give, and it will be given to you.

• 2 Corinthians 9:6
Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap 

sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap 

generously.

Every instinct pleads for us to hold on to our money or 
spend it on personal pleasure. However, generosity is an 
unselfish act from which we stand to personally benefit: 
God promises we will be refreshed, whether in this age or 
the age to come. We will be refreshed as we refresh others. 
We gain as we intentionally give.
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Giving is key to experiencing shalom. Being refreshed is 
found in imitating God and the giving nature of the Father, 
Son, and Spirit. 

R.G. LeTourneau’s life is an example of how God 
refreshes us as we give. At one point in his life, the Texas 
businessman was giving 90 percent of his income to the 
Lord. He once quipped, “I shovel out the money, and God 
shovels it back—but God has a bigger shovel.” He was 
refreshed as he refreshed others.

The generous life is the refreshed life. God is generous. God 
continuously gives yet He is never lacking. He is supremely 
generous and supremely blessed. May we take Him at His 
word and discover the refreshing power of generosity. 

APPLY

1. We refresh others using gifts, skills, and resources God
   has entrusted to us. In what ways are you using your
   gifts, skills, and resources to refresh others? 
2. Think about the last time you exercised generosity. Have
    you been able to see any ways God refreshed you or
    others through it?

PRAY

Father, we love because we have been loved. We give 
because much has been given to us. Thank You for Your 
generous gifts in my life and the life of the world. Open 
my eyes today to see the world as teeming with Your 
abundance. Forgive me when I have been more captured 
by greed than motivated by generosity. Open my hands, 
believing Your promise to fill them again.

READ

Romans 8:31-33
“What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, 
who can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son 
but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him 
graciously give us all things? Who shall bring any charge 
against God’s elect? It is God who justifies.”

CONSIDER

God is a giver. It’s part of His nature. We should expect 
God to give us good gifts. It’s what He does. God is 
naturally generous. 

Think about the many ways the Bible describes God’s 
generous nature:

• Genesis 1:27
God gives us His image.

• Psalm 8:6
God gives us dominion over His creation.

• Matthew 5:45
God gives rain to the righteous and the unrighteous.

• Matthew 6:11
God gives us daily bread.

God is also happy. He is filled with delight. He finds joy in 
giving. He does not have to constrain Himself to give good 
things to us. He doesn’t have to work Himself into a certain 
mood to be charitable to us. In fact, He would have to 
constrain Himself to withhold things from us. 

DAY 2
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God finds joy in giving us good gifts. When we doubt 
God’s generous nature, Paul encourages us to consider 
the gospel of Jesus Christ. Jesus is the Son in whom God 
delights. What does He do with His Son? He gives His Son 
to us. We can never be separated from this gift because 
nothing will ever separate us from the love of God in Christ. 

As Christians, we should expect God to be generous 
because the history of our relationship with Him is 
characterized by generosity, from creation to Christ. 
Every Christian sometimes doubts God’s goodness and 
generosity. We think of Him as somehow reluctant or 
hesitant to bless us. Rather, Paul tells us we should expect 
God to “graciously give us all things.”

How would your life as a Christian change if you believed 
God would “do far more abundantly than all that we ask 
or think” (Eph. 3:20)? Among many things, you would 
likely be more generous with your own gifts, skills, and 
resources. You would feel free to give while trusting in God 
to supply all your needs. 

God is a fountain of goodness. God gives and does not 
diminish His resources in the process. In other words, 
God always has more to give. When it comes to God’s 
generosity, John Calvin wrote, “We may assure ourselves 
that He is the fountain which never dries up, nor can ever 
become exhausted.” 

God gives and yet never lacks. God refreshes others while 
always being refreshed. God invites us to experience 
the joy of replenishment through our own generosity. 
We refresh others through sacrificial giving with the 
expectation we ourselves will be refreshed. 

If we want to be refreshed then we must be imitators of 
God as His deeply loved children (Eph. 5:1). Generosity is 

divine. What does it mean to be like God? In part, it is to 
be generous and delight in giving gifts. At the heart of the 
Christian faith is the simple truth, “For God so loved the 
world, that He gave...” (John 3:16). 

The good news is God gives. He gives us His Son, His Spirit, 
and His promises. He invites us to imitate Him and be 
refreshed through the joy of giving.

APPLY

1. Think about the gifts God has given you over the past
   day. List items, no matter how trivial they may seem. Take
   time to thank God for His generosity in your own life.
2. If you could imitate God and give one thing today to
    one person in your life, what would it be? Why? 

PRAY

Father, help us to believe in Your joyful generosity. Increase 
our faith as we consider the sacrificial gift of Your Son. By 
the power of Your Spirit, produce the fruit of giving in our 
lives. Open our eyes to see Your generosity all around us, 
be thankful for Your many gifts, and seek to reflect Your 
character in our own lives. We praise You that You are 
good and that Your mercies endure forever!



We sat down with Dr. Jones to gain a better understanding of the 

Old Testament perspective on generosity. He explains the role of 

wealth and charity in the ancient Near East and its implications 

for Christians today especially as it pertains to justice.

God gave His people substantial blessings in the Old Testament 

that came in material form (ex: land, temple, wealth). What is 

the general attitude toward wealth in the Old Testament?

Dr. Jones: In the Old Testament, wealth is a form of honor and 

is something desirous. There’s nothing inherently wrong with 

working and producing wealth from your work. In fact, it is a 

virtue to be pursued. At the same time, it’s not an end in-and-

of itself. You can think of it along the lines of the Abrahamic 

narrative. In Genesis 12, God says, ‘I will bless you, and you will be 

a blessing.’

No doubt, blessing in the Old Testament often came in the form 

of material wealth. In the Old Testament, blessing is not divorced 

from a religious worldview, but it does deal with material goods. 

Look at Solomon: He was blessed with wealth, and the nations 

around were subsequently blessed by his wealth.

“Everything you have is God’s. 

Everything you have is on loan from 

God.” This is Dr. Scott Jones basic 

assessment of the Old Testament 

teaching on generosity. For more than 

ten years, Dr. Jones has served as the 

Professor of Biblical Studies at Covenant 

College. His particular area of research 

and teaching is the poetry of the Old 

Testament, especially Job.

Generosity: An Old 
Testament Perspective

Dr. Scott Jones

GO DEEPER. What sort of responsibility came with these material blessings?

Dr. Jones: This honor also carries with it a duty—maybe even a 

burden. Those duties and burdens, in particular, are related to 

generosity, sharing the wealth. Proverbs 19:17 immediately occurs 

to me in this connection:

“Whoever is generous to the poor lends to the Lord,

   and he will repay him for his deed.” (ESV)

The ideal was not to imagine someone as blessed in order to 

keep it for himself or herself. God is putting people in a position 

to mediate this blessing and justice to the world.

How did God’s mandate for generosity compare with other 

nations in the Ancient Near East?

Dr. Jones: In the ancient Near East, generosity wasn’t a 

peer-to-peer activity. People conducted their business at 

their local temple, including their charitable giving. Temples 

facilitated generosity in a community. However, they were often 

characterized by corruption. People were charged unjust interest 

rates on loans while widows, orphans, and strangers were 

neglected in the distribution.

Israel was called to be a generous and just community. They 

were to be fair in all their dealings and generous toward the 

marginalized. This would have certainly set them apart from 

surrounding nations.

God calls his people to be generous and just. How do justice 

and wealth relate?

Dr. Jones: Justice is about equilibrium. It’s an acknowledgment 

that not every part of society is the same—there are the have and 

have-nots. The issue is, who is going to care for those who are 

under-represented? How are the have-nots going to get justice? 
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This is where the notion of justice becomes more concrete.

Creating this equilibrium is not merely about something God will 

do in the future, but it’s something he expects his people to do in 

the present. For those who are in power or those who have, it is 

their responsibility to look out for the orphan and the widow.

In Babylonian and Mesopotamian culture, kings would make 

declarations where they would call for a justice edict that would 

essentially reset the social equilibrium—the forgiveness of debts 

and such. In the Bible, we see this through the year of Jubilee. 

This idea of resetting the equilibrium is not purely a social 

program, and it’s not purely a religious program. It’s both. It’s 

justice.

What connections do you see between the OT practice of 

generosity and Jesus’ ministry?

Dr. Jones: The Year of Jubilee is not just something in the Old 

Testament. It’s central to Jesus’ ministry. In Luke 4, he said that 

he had come to enact the Year of Jubilee—freedom for the 

debt prisoners, in essence. The relationship between God and 

humans—even sin—is thought of in terms of finance.

That’s what’s in the Lord’s Prayer: we are in debt to God, and 

he forgives debts. This is fundamental. But it also seems to be 

contingent on us forgiving the debts of others. As you can see, 

this notion of debt and debtor is a really important concept in 

relation to justice, and I don’t think any of this works without 

generosity.

God forgives, so we forgive. God gives, so we give.

What implications do you glean from the OT for God’s people 

today?

Dr. Jones: Everything you have is God’s. Everything you have 

is on loan from God. That’s indisputable in the Old and New 

Testament.

In terms of giving to others—ministries, missionaries and other 

charitable outlets—we see many readily able examples in 

the New Testament. I think first of the commissioning of the 

Apostles. When Jesus sends them out, he tells them not to 

take too much. Through God’s provision, they’re taken care of. 

Secondly, I think of the book of Acts where everyone is taken 

care of through the generosity of others. Thirdly, you see Paul 

appealing to the church to give money to the churches in 

Jerusalem.

The idea in the Old Testament is that there is a deficit between 

the poor and the wealthy—the have and the have-nots. They are 

to meet each other’s needs. We’re family, and we have to take 

care of each other like we are family. There are lots of different 

ways we can go about doing that, but it’s important to keep in 

mind the underlying principle of the Old Testament: God gives, 

so we give.
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READ

Luke 12:15
“And he said to them, ‘Take care, and be on your guard 
against all covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in 
the abundance of his possessions.’”

CONSIDER

The famous American novelist John Steinbeck wrote a 
letter capturing our uneasy relationship with material 
wealth: 

Do you remember two kinds of Christmases? There is one 

kind in a house where there is little and a present represents 

not only love but sacrifice. The one single package is opened 

with a kind of slow wonder, almost reverence. Once I gave my 

youngest boy, who loves all living things, a dwarf, a peach-

faced parrot for Christmas. He removed the paper and then 

retreated a little shyly and looked at the little bird for a long 

time. And finally he said in a whisper, “Now who would have 

ever thought that I would have a peach-faced parrot?”  

Then there is the other kind of Christmas with presents piled-

high, the gifts of guilty parents as bribes because they have 

nothing else to give. The wrappings are ripped off and the 

presents thrown down and at the end the child says, “Is that 

all?” It seems to me that America is like that second kind of 

Christmas… If I wanted to destroy a nation, I would give it too 

much and I would have it on its knees, miserable, greedy and 

sick.

For the first child, the gift is precious, undeserved, and a 

DAY 3 source of joy. For the second child, the gifts are obligatory 
and unsatisfying. An abundance of possessions does 
not guarantee an abundance of happiness. Material and 
financial affluence cannot bring us shalom. 

Think about the best meal you’ve ever experienced. Your 
tastebuds danced for joy with every bite. You’ve likely 
eaten meals since then. If the meal was so good and filling, 
why do you still continue to eat meals? Because your body 
craves more. As good as the meal was, its effects were only 
temporary.

Like food, money can’t make you full. It taste good and 
may even appease your appetite for a season but you will 
wake up ready for more. We all think the next plate of 
money will be enough but our hearts have an insatiable 
appetite for more. We don’t know what it is like to have 
hearts that say “I have enough.” 

Money cannot give us lasting joy; only God can. We were 
made to enjoy everything God has given us but instead 
find ourselves asking, “Is that all?” You can love money all 
you want but know that money will never love you back.

There are two ends of the spectrum: On one end, there are 
those who believe joy can only be found through ridding 
themselves of all their money and material possessions. On 
the other end, people seek joy through accumulating more 
money and material possessions. Both are wrong. Being a 
minimalist or a materialist does not address the real issue 
of the heart.

Jesus reminds us the “refreshed” life comes through being 
thankful for all God has givne us and the joyful stewardship 
of it.  

As Steinbeck observed, material wealth often has the 
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effect of making us sick not better. God offers to heal us 
and make us whole by trusting in Him. Money is not a giver 
of joy; God is. If we take Jesus at His Word, our material 
possessions do not define us. We are not the better for 
having more, and we are not the worse for giving our 
wealth away. 

APPLY

1. Complete this sentence: God, help me to trust in You
   instead of ________.  
2. Jesus commands us to be on guard against
    covetousness. What part of your life would you ask Him
    to help you guard against covetousness? Complete this
    sentence: God, please help me guard against
    covetousness when it comes to ________. I am weak
    and need Your power to not be overcome by my own
    desires. Help me to believe there is more satisfaction in
    trusting in You than trusting in it. 

PRAY

Jesus, we thank You for Your warnings, protecting us from 
ourselves and from the devil. Help us to seek first Your 
kingdom and put nothing ahead of it. Show us where our 
guard is weak and be our strength. Enable us to experience 
the abundant life You offer us. We pray for the faith to 
believe Your words and for the power of Your Spirit to walk 
in the light of them.

READ

Exodus 20:1-3
“And God spoke all these words, saying, ‘I am the Lord 
your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of 
the house of slavery. You shall have no other gods before 
me.’”

CONSIDER

There is no neutrality when it comes to our relationship 
with money. It is either our master or our servant. As 
Jacques Ellul pointed out, the way we prove money has no 
lasting power over us is by giving it away to advance God’s 
Kingdom. 

We all want to be refreshed — to experience a life of 
wholeness and joy. We spend our time and energy seeking 
it either through the true God or substitute god, which 
Scripture calls an idol. Martin Luther described a “god” as 
that from which you expect to receive all good things and 
that to which you flee in times of need. We all have a vision 
of the blessed life and the corresponding god we believe 
can give it to us.

• If your vision of the blessed life is stability and

   predictability, order becomes an idol.

• If your vision of the blessed life is authority, power becomes

   an idol. 

• If your vision of the blessed life is material prosperity,

   wealth becomes an idol. 

As Americans, we live in one of the richest places and 

DAY 4
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times in human history. Material prosperity is celebrated as 
the ultimate goal of the American dream. One pastor noted 
greed is the sin any father would be most likely to overlook 
in his daughter’s fiancé. Material prosperity is held forth as 
the blessing to be desired and money is the god who can 
bring it to us.

Throughout Scripture, God challenges our idols, the very 
assumptions upon which our culture is built. Idols are 
typically formed by taking something good God provides 
and allowing it to become a ruthless master instead of a 
helpful servant. Money is good. It is a gift from God for 
which we should be thankful. Yet, when we make it an idol, 
we are wearied instead of refreshed.

Your idol is always something you think will give but ends 
up taking. It is always something you think holds value but 
ends up worthless. Money is a helpful servant. It enables us 
to be rewarded for our work and provide for our families. 
Money is meant to be a means, not an end. 

One way we keep from worshipping money is to give 
it away. We treat our money as vain, worthless, and 
powerless by being generous with it. Generosity is one way 
we work out our salvation with fear and trembling. Every 
time we give to the church offering, we testify that money 
is our servant and God is our master. Generous giving 
keeps money from having power over us.

In a money-obsessed world, generosity looks foolish. 
The only power for generosity is a new heart with new 
priorities. As Robert Murray M’Cheyne preached, “To give 
largely and liberally, not grudging at all, requires a new 
heart; an old heart would rather part with its life-blood 
than its money.” 

If we make an idol of money, it will not refresh us. It will 

weary us. It will take our time and energy. Money promises 
to give but only ends up taking. We should seek after it 
through honest work. Only God can help us to use it as a 
servant rather than worship it as a master. 

We will be refreshed not by focusing on refreshing 
ourselves. Rather, we will be refreshed when we utilize our 
resources to refresh the nations with the gospel. 

APPLY

1. Examine your own record of giving to the church and
   Christ’s Kingdom. Does your giving make money look like
   a master or servant in your life?
2. Develop the habit of giving regularly. Decide not only
    how much to give but how often to give, whether it is
    every week or every month. Giving regularly will help
    you create the habit of generosity.

PRAY

Holy Spirit, we need the power of the risen Christ to 
indwell us. We need You to put to death the deeds of the 
flesh and the idols that enslave us. Help us experience 
the liberty Christ purchased for us and the joy of serving 
Him as King. We praise You for Your life-giving power and 
ask for You to give us new hearts that give willingly and 
sacrificially to advance Christ’s Kingdom.

 



Helping Without Hurting:
Christian Generosity
and Material PovertyGO DEEPER.

We sat down with Brian to better understand how generous 

Christians can give intelligently and Biblically. He explains the 

importance of thoughtful generosity and what the materially 

affluent can learn from the materially poor.

What would you say to donors to help them think through the 

impact of their generosity?

Fikkert: I think it’s important for donors to keep a clear theory 

of change in mind when they give. A theory of change is an 

idea of both the goal and the means of achieving the goal. I 

would say that a lot of ministries amongst the poor that have a 

wrong theory of change. Most ministries attempt to meet needs 

from a Western materialist framework, which says that the goal 

is greater consumption of material things because happiness 

comes from more “stuff.”

Dr. Brian Fikkert is a Yale-educated 

economist who has devoted his life to 

equipping churches to empower the 

poor. As the Founder and President 

of the Chalmers Center at Covenant 

College, he’s had the privilege of 

seeing churches around the world 

embrace God’s mission to bring good 

news to the materially poor.

Dr. Fikkert has co-authored a number of books, including When 

Helping Hurts: How to Alleviate Poverty Without Hurting the 

Poor…and Yourself. He is also Professor of Economics and 

Community Development at Covenant College.

Working out of this framework, many ministries try to give the 

poor more “stuff” and call it a day.

How have you seen this materialist theory of change played 

out?

Fikkert: We see this materialist theory in our welfare programs 

and churches often. We have clothing closets and food pantries—

there is a role for these—but they can fall into the trap of saying, 

“Let’s give them more ‘stuff’ and then they’ll flourish.” Of course, 

the reality is often more nuanced than this. But there is often a 

strain of truth present in this characterization.

A more sophisticated approach of the West is to say, “Let’s try to 

promote economic growth and hope that trickles down to help 

the poor. Let’s try to link the poor with that growth. That might 

help some get a job so they can earn their ‘stuff.’’’ And certainty, 

there is a role for this, but it should not be the core focus. It’s 

still saying, the goal in Western civilization is more material 

prosperity.

I think this has heavily influenced the Church. We tend to think 

we should turn the poor into middle-class suburban Americans, 

and this is not working. Mental illness and addictions are 

skyrocketing amongst middle-class Americans, and families and 

communities are breaking down. This goal to simply get more 

“stuff” is not working for mainstream America, so why should we 

export this goal and lifestyle to the materially poor?

I think the Western civilization theory of change is wrong. 

And I think the church has co-opted it a bit into our theory of 

change. We’ve turned our charity work into a baptized version 

of Western civilization’s end goals, and I think it’s killing the 

Church’s work.

We should, rather, focus on a biblical theory of change to 

invigorate our giving and work amongst the poor.

Dr. Brian Fikkert
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hungry.” Another prayed, “My husband beats me, but you’re 

my Great Protector. Protect my life today.” They were trusting 

God’s sovereignty on a whole different level than I do. We’re so 

insulated. Because I have a life insurance policy and a great job 

with a nice income, I don’t truly pray for my daily bread. I learned 

what it means to be Reformed from the poorest of the poor.

Everything around me is wired to remove pain and to give me 

great comfort and assurance. There is a sense in which I don’t see 

a need for God in the everyday. I do intellectually, of course. But 

in the way I experience my Christian life and the way I live it out, 

there is a sense where I do not reach out to God as desperately 

as people who are in need do. I really do need him for every 

moment, but I do believe that Western Civilization has inoculated 

me a bit.
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How does a Biblical theory of change differ?

Fikkert: The biblical theory of change is seen in the movement 

of God in restoring believers to all that it means to be an image 

bearer. Functioning as a proper image bearer means we live 

highly integrated lives. We live in a right relationship with 

God, self, others and the rest of creation. Human flourishing 

and poverty alleviation should focus on restoring people to 

proper image bearing status. And the Bible indicates that this is 

accomplished through union with Jesus Christ. This has huge and 

practical implications with how we design our work amongst the 

poor.

For example, one implication is that the local church is central to 

poverty alleviation. Christ is most keenly felt in the local church. I 

believe that poverty alleviation has to be rooted in the life of the 

local church in order to draw people into the body of Christ.

This means that for para-church organizations, poverty 

alleviation ministries are successful if they are rooted in and flow 

back to the local church. This has huge implications for program 

design and sources for funding. We need donors that will fund 

church-centered, Christ-centered approaches to working with 

the poor.

It’s about providing penicillin but also prayer. It’s about 

sanitation but also about the sacraments. It’s about financing 

microenterprise, but also fellowshipping with the body of Christ.

What can the rich learn from the poor?

Fikkert: We can learn what it means to believe truly in God’s 

sovereignty. Though I’m thoroughly Reformed, I think that many 

of the poorest people in the world understand God’s sovereignty 

better than I do. I once had the chance to worship with extremely 

poor people in a slum in Kenya. One person prayed, “Please 

give us food today, Great Provider, because we are so very 
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READ

Luke 8:1-3
“Soon afterward he went on through cities and villages, 
proclaiming and bringing the good news of the kingdom of 
God. And the twelve were with him, and also some women 
who had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities: Mary, 
called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone 
out, and Joanna, the wife of Chuza, Herod’s household 
manager, and Susanna, and many others, who provided for 
them out of their means.”

CONSIDER

When God provides examples in the Bible of good 
stewardship, He often directs our attention to women. 
Throughout the Bible, women are cited for being good 
investors. They are wise in their work and in the use of their 
resources:

• Proverbs 31:16-18
Women know how to invest in real estate and turn a profit.

• 1 Chronicles 7:24
Women know how to plan and build entire cities.

• Acts 16:14
Women know how to support themselves through 

entrepreneurial endeavors.

Women are wise with work and money. This may explain 
why 95 percent of women serve as the primary manager of 
their household money at some point in their life. 

Women are also key financial supporters of God’s 

DAY 5 Kingdom. 

• Luke 21:1-4
A widow is commended for her sacrificial generosity.

• Romans 16:1-2
Phoebe was a patron of Paul’s ministry.

• Acts 9:36
Tabitha is described as “full of good works and acts of 

charity.”

Throughout the Bible, women invest their money in the 
work of God’s Kingdom. Luke tells us about a group of 
women who journeyed with Jesus and used their resources 
to sustain His ministry. They have names: Mary, Joanna, and 
Susanna. Yet, He also says there were also “many others.” 
Not a few others. Many. 

People who personally experience Christ become 
enthusiastic about Him. They steer their attention, 
resources, and other people to Him. During Christ’s 
ministry, these supporters were often women who had 
been “healed of evil spirits and infirmities.” They believed 
in who Christ was and what He was doing. Their faith 
manifested itself through generosity.

Women take action. They continue to be vital to Christ’s 
work in the world today. Luke’s inclusion of these women in 
his gospel account forces us to think about three things:

First, the gospel transforms our whole life, including the 
way we use our money. It changes the way we look at 
work (Col. 3:22-25), food (1 Cor. 8), sex (1 Cor. 6:12-20), and 
money (2 Cor. 8:1-15). It impacts the most intimate parts of 
our life. Encountering Jesus changed the way these women 
spent their time and money.

Second, we participate in Christ’s ministry through 
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generosity. Christ is building and advancing His church. Our 
generosity is a very real way He invites us to participate in 
it. Generosity results in people praising our God and Savior 
(2 Cor. 9:12).

Third, we should celebrate real-life examples of generosity 
in our churches. The New Testament tells us about people 
who opened their homes to support Christ’s church. We 
should find ways to celebrate people who refresh others. 

Women are often cited throughout the Bible for refreshing 
others. They provide important examples of what it looks 
like to personally sacrifice and trust in God. Perhaps the 
way we can refresh them for their generosity is identifying 
and celebrating them as the Bible does.

APPLY

1. What ways have you seen women in your life exercise
   generosity with their gifts, skills, and resources? How
   have these examples challenged you in your generosity?
2. Write a note, make a call, or take time to personally
    thank the living examples of generosity in your church.

PRAY

Jesus, we praise You for making all things new! Change 
our lives in the same way You changed the lives of these 
women. We pray the power of Your gospel would prevail 
in every aspect of our lives, especially as it pertains to our 
money. Help us to believe that You will refresh us and make 
us whole as we refresh others with the resources You’ve 
entrusted to us. Increase our faith and our generosity.
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